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The Office of the President of the General Assembly has just released its latest update ('Information Note') on the
arrangements for the high-level meeting (HLM) on HIV/AIDS, to be convened on 
10 - 11 June 2008. As a reminder: the meeting is aimed at reviewing the progress achieved in realizing the
Declaration of Commitment on HIV/AIDS and the Political Declaration on HIV/AIDS.

To following are important key points:  

TThhee  hhiigghh--lleevveell  mmeeeettiinngg

1. The high-level meeting will be held on 10 and 11 June 2008 in New York, U.S.A.
2.      A list of civil society representatives who will need accreditation to participate in the high-level meeting

was drawn up by 31 March 2008, and was circulated to Member States for consideration on a 
no-objection basis, and for a final decision by the General Assembly (to be finalized in April).

3.     Member States are encouraged to include parliamentarians and representatives of civil society in their 
national delegations to the high-level meeting. 

TThhee  pplleennaarryy  mmeeeettiinnggss

1.     Plenary meetings will take place on 10 and 11 June. 

2.      A person openly living with HIV will speak at the opening plenary.

3.      Representatives of civil society - accredited- may attend the plenary.

TThheemmaattiicc  ppaanneell  ddiissccuussssiioonnss

1.    There will be five (5) thematic panel discussions. These will focus on selected areas that require
special attention to advance the AIDS response. The panels will also consider cross-cutting
issues, including human rights and the urgency in meeting commitments set out in the 2001
Declaration of Commitment and the 2006 Political Declaration. 
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HHiigghh--lleevveell  mmeeeettiinngg  ffoorr  aa  ccoommpprreehheennssiivvee  rreevviieeww  ooff  tthhee  pprrooggrreessss

aacchhiieevveedd  iinn  rreeaalliizziinngg  tthhee  DDeeccllaarraattiioonn  ooff  CCoommmmiittmmeenntt  oonn  HHIIVV//AAIIDDSS

aanndd  tthhee  PPoolliittiiccaall  DDeeccllaarraattiioonn  oonn  HHIIVV//AAIIDDSS  oonn  1100  --  1111  JJuunnee  22000088

IICCAASSOO  nnoottee::  wwee  eexxppeecctt  tthhaatt  tthheessee  sseessssiioonnss  mmaayy  rruunn  oovveerr  iinnttoo  1122  JJuunnee,,  ggiivveenn  tthhee  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  ggoovveerrnn--
mmeennttss  tthhaatt  wwiillll  wwaanntt  ttoo  ssppeeaakk..

IICCAASSOO  nnoottee::  pplleeaassee  nnoottee  tthhaatt  tthhee  ssppaaccee  iiss  vveerryy  lliimmiitteedd..  AA  pprroocceessss  iiss  ssttiillll  ttoo  bbee  wwoorrkkeedd  oouutt  ffoorr  mmaakk--
iinngg  tthheessee  lliimmiitteedd  sseeaattss//bbaaddggeess  aavvaaiillaabbllee..

ICCAASSOO  nnoottee::  aalltthhoouugghh  nnoott  iinncclluuddeedd  iinn  tthhee  OOPPGGAA  IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn  NNoottee,,  wwee  hhaavvee  lliisstteedd  tthhee  cchhaaiirrss  ooff  eeaacchh
ooff  tthhee  ppaanneellss,,  ccoonnssiissttiinngg  ooff  tthhee  rreeggiioonnaall  ggrroouuppss  wwiitthh  tthhee  GGAA  aanndd  sseelleecctteedd  iinn  aa  ddrraaww..



2. TThhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  tthheemmeess  aarree  pprrooppoosseedd  ffoorr  tthhee  ppaanneell  ddiissccuussssiioonnss::  

PPaanneell  11::    HHooww  ddoo  wwee  bbuuiilldd  oonn  rreessuullttss  aacchhiieevveedd  aanndd  ssppeeeedd  uupp  pprrooggrreessss  ttoowwaarrddss  
uunniivveerrssaall  aacccceessss  bbyy  22001100  --  mmoovviinngg  oonn  ttoo  rreeaacchh  tthhee  MMDDGGss  bbyy  22001155??

CChhaaiirr::  GGrroouupp  ooff  AAssiiaann  SSttaatteess

The panel will take stock of results and focus on remaining gaps and key decisions that
need to be taken, along with actions at country, regional and global levels. The panel
will examine specific findings from country progress reports.

PPaanneell  22::    TThhee  cchhaalllleennggeess  ooff  pprroovviiddiinngg  lleeaaddeerrsshhiipp  aanndd  ppoolliittiiccaall  ssuuppppoorrtt  iinn  ccoouunn
ttrriieess  wwiitthh  ccoonncceennttrraatteedd  eeppiiddeemmiiccss..  

CChhaaiirr::  GGrroouupp  ooff  LLaattiinn  AAmmeerriiccaann  aanndd  CCaarriibbbbeeaann  SSttaatteess  ((GGRRUULLAACC))

The panel will focus on the various drivers of the epidemic, HIV and human rights
and how to reach stigmatized, hard to reach and vulnerable populations. What 
specific actions are needed to overcome socio-economic barriers and other 
obstacles to access to prevention, treatment, care and support?

PPaanneell  33::    MMaakkiinngg  tthhee  RReessppoonnssee  ttoo  AAIIDDSS  WWoorrkk  ffoorr  WWoommeenn  aanndd  GGiirrllss  --  GGeennddeerr  
EEqquuaalliittyy  aanndd  AAIIDDSS..  

CChhaaiirr::  GGrroouupp  ooff  EEaasstteerrnn  EEuurrooppeeaann  SSttaatteess  ((EEEEGG))

The panel will review findings from country reports on the progress, or lack thereof, 
with regard to the feminization of the epidemic and gender equality; remaining 
barriers and proposed actions to overcome these.

PPaanneell  44::    AAIIDDSS::  AA  MMuullttii--ggeenneerraattiioonnaall  CChhaalllleennggee  --  PPrroovviiddiinngg  aa  RRoobbuusstt  aanndd  LLoonngg
TTeerrmm  RReessppoonnssee..  

CChhaaiirr::  GGrroouupp  ooff  AAffrriiccaann  SSttaatteess

The panel will examine critical linkages between the response to AIDS and long-
term development, health system strengthening, social protection, scientific 
innovation and the lethal combination of HIV and Tuberculosis. The UN Special 
Envoy to Stop TB will present the outcome and recommendations of the "HIV-TB
Global Leaders' Forum". What more can be done to ensure a robust, sustainable
and multi-generational response?

PPaanneell  55::    RReessoouurrcceess  aanndd  UUnniivveerrssaall  AAcccceessss::  OOppppoorrttuunniittiieess  aanndd  lliimmiittaattiioonnss..  

CChhaaiirr::  GGrroouupp  ooff  WWeesstteerrnn  EEuurrooppeeaann  aanndd  OOtthheerr  SSttaatteess  ((WWEEOOGG))

The panel will examine aspects of financing of the response to AIDS, including 
sources of funding, resource allocation, and spending, "making the money work",
accountability and predictable and multi-year funding. How can sustainable funding
be assured at country level for the long-term?
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3.       Background notes will be prepared for each panel discussion.  

4.  Each panel will comprise three panelists with a thorough knowledge and expertise of the
subject. They will include national, United Nations and civil society representatives.

IInnffoorrmmaall  iinntteerraaccttiivvee  cciivviill  ssoocciieettyy  hheeaarriinngg

1.  The hearing will provide an informal civil society hearing, which will be convened on 10 June for 
two (2) hours.

2.      An opportunity for an exchange of views between civil society (including the private sector) and
Member States and observers on various issues, including those arising from the report of the
Secretary-General and with a particular focus on key priority issues for civil society in 
achieving universal access to prevention, treatment, care and support by 2010. 

For the full version of the OPGA Information Note, including the draft programme, visit: 

hhttttpp::////wwwwww..uunn..oorrgg//ggaa//pprreessiiddeenntt//6622//lleetttteerrss//lleetttteerr111100440088..ppddff

For further information, please send an email to: uunniivveerrssaallaacccceessss22001100@@iiccaassoo..oorrgg    to join the mailing list

and receive up-to-date information. 

IICCAASSOO  nnoottee::  aann  ooppeenn  ccaallll  ffoorr  aapppplliiccaattiioonnss  ffoorr  tthhee  cciivviill  ssoocciieettyy  ssppeeaakkeerr  cclloosseedd  aatt  tthhee  eenndd  ooff  MMaarrcchh  aanndd
tthhee  CCiivviill  SSoocciieettyy  TTaasskk  FFoorrccee  iiss  ccuurrrreennttllyy  ffiinnaalliizziinngg  tthhee  rreeccoommmmeennddaattiioonnss  ffoorr  eeaacchh  ppaanneell  ttoo  bbee  sseenntt  ttoo  tthhee
OOPPGGAA..

IICCAASSOO  nnoottee::  ssiimmiillaarrllyy  ttoo  tthhee  ppaanneellss,,  tthhee  CCiivviill  SSoocciieettyy  TTaasskk  FFoorrccee  iiss  ffiinnaalliizziinngg  tthhee  rreeccoommmmeennddaattiioonnss  ffoorr  tthhee
hheeaarriinngg,,  wwhhiicchh  wwiillll  bbee  aannnnoouunncceedd  wwiitthhiinn  tthhee  nneexxtt  ffeeww  wweeeekkss..


