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Not knowing your epidemic remains a principal 
barrier to controlling HIV and AIDS globally 

“The most vulnerable are still the most excluded,” says new

Executive Director of ICASO

Even as the world marks more than two decades of responding to HIV and AIDS,

the numbers of people living with HIV keep climbing every year. 

"Many of us talk about human rights, but we know that in countries where these

rights are being violated, it remains a principal barrier to individuals and 

communities accessing services," says Kieran Daly, the new Executive Director of

the International Council of AIDS Service Organizations (ICASO) International

Secretariat.

"The consequence" he says, "is that as long as people who are most vulnerable

and at risk are still the most excluded, we cannot control the epidemic."

continued on page 3
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Kieran Daly, Executive Director
ICASO International Secretariat
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continued from page 1
Kieran believes that to ignore this

from an epidemiological point of

view "simply does not make

sense."

Focusing support where the

need is most, is just common

sense, he explains. 

"The fact that every year, the

number of new infections still

reads in the millions,  means that

we are not doing the right thing." 

Finding new ways to support

people in realizing their rights is a

public health issue, and pivotal

to ICASO's response as a global

network of networks mobilizing 

and supporting communities to

build an effective response to

HIV and AIDS.

"We need greater accountability in measuring our responses, so that com-

munities can use the evidence to inform their national AIDS responses and

international policy," Kieran says. "We need to bridge the gap that remains

where governments are not investing sufficiently in the AIDS response and

broader health systems, in ways that genuinely meet the needs of the most

vulnerable and at risk."

Kieran, who was named ICASO’s new Executive Director in January this year,

says that the organization is well-placed to review and revise its 

programs in an environment that has seen the epidemic evolve, changes in

leadership, and a greater diversity of "actors" in the global AIDS response. 

"Our own support to national community advocates needs to reflect this shift,

as well as respond to it," he says.   

Kieran, who has been active in the field of AIDS policy for over ten years, has

experience at the country, regional and international levels on AIDS policy and

advocacy, with a particular focus on mechanisms for involving and funding of

civil society and vulnerable groups. He has also been actively involved for

many years in various global AIDS policy fora, such as the NGO delegation at

the Global Fund Board and Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS

(UNAIDS) working groups and committees. Kieran holds a Masters degree in

Development from the School of Oriental and African Studies of the

University of London.                                                                                  

PTAP 10-country Prevention 
and Treatment Advocacy Project
Impact Report
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Dates to Dates to 
bookmarkbookmark

MARCH 2 - 27MARCH 2 - 27
10th Session of the
Human Rights Council
Geneva, Switzerland

APRIL 1 - 3APRIL 1 - 3
Mid-term Review meeting
and Second Replenishment 
(2008 - 2010) of the Global
Fund to Fight AIDS,
Tuberculosis and Malaria
Caceres, Spain

MAMAY 4 - 8 Y 4 - 8 
FORO 2009 - Latin American
and Caribbean Forum on
HIV/AIDS and Sexually
Transmitted Diseases
Lima, Peru

MAMAY 1 - 31Y 1 - 31
World Health Assembly
Geneva, Switzerland

JUNE 1JUNE 1
Closing date for Call for
Proposals for Round 9 of 
the Global Fund

JUNE 22 -24JUNE 22 -24
UNAIDS Programme
Coordinating Board meeting
Geneva, Switzerland
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The Board of Directors comprises: 

JJaaccqquueelliinnee  CCoolleemmaann - Chair and Executive Committee member 

Represents North American Council of AIDS Service Organizations

(NACASO) 

DDoonn  BBaaxxtteerr - Vice Chair and Executive Committee member

Represents the Asia Pacific Council of AIDS Service Organizations

(APCASO)

TToonn  CCooeenneenn - Executive Committee member 

Represents AIDS Action Europe (AAE)

TToonnyy  DDii  PPeeddee - Treasurer and Executive Committee member

At-large member

OOllaayyiiddee  AAkkaannnnii -  At-large member

CCaarrllooss  GGaarrccííaa  ddee  LLeeóónn  - Person Living with HIV designate 

LLAACCCCAASSOO  rreepprreesseennttaattiivvee  -- In process of appointment

LLaauurriieenn  NNyyaabbiieennddaa - Represents the African Council of AIDS Service

Organizations (AfriCASO)

KKaassiiaa  MMaalliinnoowwsskkaa--SSeemmpprriicchh - At-large member

RRiicchhaarrdd  PPaarrkkeerr - At-large member

AAnnaannddii  YYuuvvrraajj  - Person Living with HIV designate

KKiieerraann  DDaallyy, Executive Director of ICASO and ex-officio member of

the Board of Directors. 

New members join ICASO’New members join ICASO’s Boars Board d 

ICASO’s Board of Directors has been strengthened with four new positions,

two of which are dedicated to People Living with HIV, as a way to guarantee

that the perspectives and voices of people affected by HIV is integral to all

the work ICASO engages in.

The current Board, which serves for the next three years, welcomed Anandi

Yuvraj, who is the Asia Pacific Regional Coordinator of the International

Community of Women Living with HIV (ICW); Olayide Akanni, Executive

Director of Journalists Against AIDS (JAA) in Nigeria; Tony Di Pede, a

Toronto-based AIDS activist, who serves as Treasurer: and Carlos García de

León, a Mexican AIDS activist.                                                                    
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Miriam Awour Muga 

ICASO’s Global Planning Meeting, which was held in Kenya’s capital, Nairobi,

in November last year, brought more than fifty people - all connected to the

ICASO network of networks - together, to review the work of 2008, as well as

work on new programs for ICASO. 

The meeting was a first in uniting all ICASO’s key partners: the Prevention and

Treatment Advocacy Project (PTAP) country partners from Belize, Jamaica,

Rwanda, Nigeria, Kenya, Botswana, Russia, Ukraine, China and India; the Civil

Society Action Team (CSAT) hubs from Morocco, Namibia, Senegal, Peru,

Thailand and Lithuania; our Regional Secretariats based in Senegal, Brazil,

Malaysia, Lithuania, the Netherlands and Canada; ICASO’s Board of Directors

and staff from all over the world.

Central to the discussions were plans for 2009 and beyond, ensuring support

for civil society leadership in a way that will allow the network of networks to

manage the challenges in making Universal Access a reality. The meeting,

which was hosted by the Kenya AIDS NGOs Consortium (KANCO), included

visits to three local community-based organizations responding to HIV and

AIDS.   

2009 and beyond - Global Planning2009 and beyond - Global Planning
Meeting held in NairMeeting held in Nairobi, Kenyaobi, Kenya

ICASO Global Planning Meeting
newsletter

O n e  s m a l l  s t e p  t o w a rO n e  s m a l l  s t e p  t o w a r d s  u n i v e r s a l  a c c e s s *d s  u n i v e r s a l  a c c e s s *

bbyy  IInnnnoocceenntt   LLaa iissoonn,,   AAff rr iiCCAASSOO

Miriam Awour Muga is a 58 year old Kenyan woman living in Kibera, an area known

for its extreme poverty. It is also an area where HIV affects every small dwelling. With

a welcoming smile, Miriam shares her story: “I am a caregiver and support ten 

children, who are orphans and vulnerable children. In 2000, I was trained in home-

based care, as I was helping my neighbours affected by HIV. I joined the Strategic

Community Development Network (SACODEN) - a community-based organization

working in five “villages” in Kibera - as a volunteer.”

Like Miriam, Grace Adhiambo and Priscah Sosiah are also among the 150 women

taking care of 500 children in Kibera. Miriam sells fish in the market of Kibera to earn

a small income to take care of the children. Despite her and the other women’s enor-

mous efforts to provide education for the children who are in primary school, they

struggle every day to give them food and medication. 

SACODEN supports and trains the women in managing their income generating

activities. In addition, groups of five women each are benefiting from a micro-finance

project that gives them access to small amounts of money that they only dreamed of

in the past. This community initiative is one small step in a long journey to achieving

universal access to prevention, treatment, care and support.

*Published earlier in the Global
Planning Meeting newsletter
on November 18, 2008
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Participants in the ICASO Global Planning Meeting in Kenya in November 2008

ICASO’ICASO’s 10-country s 10-country 
PrPrevention and Tevention and Trreatment Advocacy Preatment Advocacy Projectoject

Contact information of ICASOContact information of ICASO
InterInternational Secrnational Secretariat stafetariat staff f 

SSuummiittaa  BBaanneerrjjeeee
Senior Program Manager
sumitab@icaso.org
+1 416 921 0018  ext. 18

NNaattaalliiaa  CCiiaauussoovvaa  
Acting International Coordinator, CSAT
nataliac@icaso.org 
+1 416 921 0018 ext. 24 

KKiieerraann  DDaallyy  
Executive Director
(Appointment in process) 
kierand@icaso.org
+1 416 921 0018 ext. 21 

PPaauulliinnee  GGrreeggoorryy
Administrative Assistant
paulinehg@icaso.org
+1 416 921 0018 ext. 25 

CCaalllliiee  LLoonngg
Senior Communications Manager 
calliel@icaso.org 
+1 416 921 0018 ext. 19  

JJooee  MMaahhaassee
Director of Programs
joem@icaso.org 
+1 416 921 0018 ext. 17  

MMyyrriiaamm  MMoottttaa  
Finance Officer
myriamm@icaso.org 
+1 416 921 0018 ext. 12  

VVaalléérriiee  PPiieerrrree--PPiieerrrree  
Program Manager, Monitoring & Evaluation  
valeriepp@icaso.org 
+1 416 921 0018 ext. 23  

MMaarryy  AAnnnn  TToorrrreess  
Senior Policy Advisor  
maryannt@icaso.org 
+1 416 921 0018 ext. 16  

GGaallaa  VVrraabbiiyyee  
Administrative Coordinator  
galav@icaso.org
+1 416 921 0018 ext. 10  

LLaannaa  WWrriigghhtt  
Director of Finance & Operations
lanaw@icaso.org
+1 416 921 0018 ext. 14  6

As access to HIV treatment increases, so too is there an increased need to

sustain and scale up prevention programs. This is the challenge ICASO

and its partners are focusing on in the 10-country Prevention and

Treatment Advocacy Project (PTAP), now in its last year of implementation. 

The five-year project, known as PTAP, was rolled out in ten countries:

Belize, Botswana, China, India, Jamaica, Kenya, Nigeria, Russia, Rwanda

and Ukraine. It was designed as a global advocacy initiative to contribute

to policy and program shifts that would enable people to have better

access to comprehensive HIV prevention alongside expanded treatment. 

The project has raised the awareness of decision-makers that HIV preven-

tion programs and investments should be kept high on national and inter-

national agendas with the goal  of universal access to prevention, treat-

ment, care and support. 

Key to moving beyond 2009, when the project comes to an end, is to

apply the lessons learned so far, and how best to do so. The Global

Planning Meeting held in Nairobi in November last year, provided a forum

for discussion on how to move the work of PTAP forward in a sustainable

way, and beyond the project itself. Examples of this are INP+ in India,

which has included in their 5-year strategic plan key aspects of the 

project, such working with people living with HIV, men who have sex with

men, and sex workers. This will continue well beyond PTAP’s end. In

Russia, HIV prevention through harm reduction is the focus of our partner,

the Russian Harm reduction Network. This work will be sustained by their

Global Fund grant. In Nigeria, the government has established a National

Prevention Plan and has begun to seriously consider better investments in

HIV prevention. 

For more information on the work of PTAP, please download our recent

Impact report from the ICASO web site at:

hhttttpp::////wwwwww..iiccaassoo..oorrgg//ppuubblliiccaattiioonnss//PPTTAAPPIImmppaacctt__rreeppoorrtt..ppddff



CCiivviill  SSoocciieettyy  AAccttiioonn  TTeeaamm  UUppddaatteeCCiivviill  SSoocciieettyy  AAccttiioonn  TTeeaamm  UUppddaattee

PPrreeppaarraattiioonnss  ffoorr  GGlloobbaall  FFuunndd  RRoouunndd  99
There are only a few months left before the Round 9 call for proposals to the Global

Fund (to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria) closes on June 1 this year. Given the

opportunities to civil society to become principal recipients of grants, it is crucial that

proposals be of the highest quality. 

Equally important, is making sure that existing implementers of Global Fund grants 

representing civil society are given the necessary technical support to succeed.

CSAT, which is hosted by ICASO, has been instrumental in providing this kind of

support at regional and country level through its six regional hubs. 

In Eastern Europe and Central Asia, CSAT has been instrumental in facilitating con-

sultations among networks of key populations (which ICASO defines as groups of

people who are key to the dynamics of, and response to HIV and AIDS) in Moldova,

Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan. These populations include people living

with HIV, orphans and vulnerable children, women and girls, youth, sex workers,

people who use drugs, men who have sex with men, transgender people, migrants,

refugees and prisoners. Other countries also working on their Round 9 proposals

include, Indonesia, China, Malaysia, Bolivia, Jamaica and Morocco. 

WWeesstt  aanndd  CCeennttrraall  AAffrriiccaa  CCSSAATT  wwoorrkksshhoopp
AfriCASO, in November last year, hosted a workshop that brought some 50 people

from 23 countries in West and Central Africa to Senegal, to train people in the tech-

nical aspects and project management of implementing Global Fund Grants. The

workshop was a partnership initiative between Grant Management Solutions, the

UNAIDS regional support team, AfriCASO and CSAT.

""MMeennttoorrsshhiipp""  aann  iimmppoorrttaanntt  ssuuppppoorrtt  mmeecchhaanniissmm  
A pilot project, named MentorPro, will be launched in West and Central Africa in

February this year. Supported by UNICEF, the mentorship project will be coordinated

by the African Council of AIDS Service Organizations (AfriCASO), CSAT's West and

Central Africa hub. The project is aimed at sharing skills between organizations,

thereby strengthening overall capacities to implement programs. The idea of

MentorPro came out of the CSAT workshop held in November last year.
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ICASO is the globalICASO is the global
host for the Civil host for the Civil 
Society Action TSociety Action Teameam
(CSA(CSAT)T)

For more information on
CSAT, visit:  
hhttttpp::////wwwwww..iiccaassoo..oorrgg//ccssaatt..hhttmmll
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In briefIn brief
R i c h a r d  B u r z y n s k i ,  f o r m e r   
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  o f  
I C A S O ,  i s  r e c o g n i z e d  f o r
h i s  p i o n e e r i n g  l e a d e r s h i p
a n d  a c t i v i s m  i n  t h e  f i e l d s
o f  A I D S  a n d  s o c i a l
j u s t i c e  b y  T o r o n t o ' s   
C a s e y  H o u s e .  C a s e y  H o u s e
o p e n e d  i t s  d o o r s  a s  o n e
o f  t h e  w o r l d ' s  f i r s t
h o s p i c e s  f o r  p e o p l e  l i v i n g
w i t h  H I V  a n d  A I D S  j u s t
o v e r  t w o  d e c a d e s  a g o .  T h e
C a s e y  A w a r d  i s  g i v e n  o u t  
a n n u a l l y .  F o r  m o r e  o n  t h e  
2 0 0 9  a w a r d ,  v i s i t  t h e
C a s e y  H o u s e  w e b  s i te  a t  
w w w . c a s e y h o u s e . c o m

Participants of the
Grant Performance
Workshop held in
November 2008 in
Senegal.



EEuurrooppeeaann  PPaarrttnneerrss  iinn  AAccttiioonn  oonn  AAIIDDSS  
BByy  MMaarrttiinnee  vvaann  ddeerr  MMeeuulleenn,,  AAIIDDSS  AAccttiioonn  EEuurrooppee

AIDS Action Europe, with offices in Amsterdam (the Netherlands) and

Vilnius (Lithuania) is the regional partner of ICASO in Europe. AIDS Action

Europe is also involved in ICASO’s 10-country Prevention and Treatment

Advocacy Project (PTAP), which ends this year, while one of its other 

projects, European Partners in Action on AIDS, has now come to an end. 

The following is a review at the achievements made:

SSeevveenn  EEuurrooppeeaann  bbeesstt  pprraaccttiiccee  sseemmiinnaarrss
One of the key activities of the EPAA project was to build capacity among

HIV-related European NGOs on several themes by organizing European

best practice seminars. The themes of the seminars were identified by the

NGOs themselves in order to respond to their needs in the most effective

way. They included: Working with the Media (2006); Monitoring and Evaluation

(2006); Gay men's health (2007); Legislation and Judicial systems in relation to 

HIV/AIDS (2007); HIV Voluntary Counselling and Testing (2008); Resource

Mobilisation (2008); and Public Policy Dialogue (2008).

Each seminar brought together around 40 NGO representatives from

Eastern and Western Europe. They learned practical skills that included

building a media campaign, the do's and don'ts of monitoring and evaluat-

ing their projects, and received tips for engaging in (political) dialogue with

policy makers. All seminar reports and guidelines are available in English

and Russian at hhttttpp::////wwwwww..aaiiddssaaccttiioonneeuurrooppee..oorrgg//iinnddeexx..pphhpp??iidd==119944##cc11224488

TThhee  PPaann--EEuurrooppeeaann  HHIIVV//AAIIDDSS  CClleeaarriinngghhoouussee
While face-to-face linking and learning was

facilitated by means of the best practice semi-

nars, the EPAA project also resulted in the

development of a tool for on-line linking and

learning: the AIDS Action Europe clearing-

house. The clearinghouse - accessible at

hhttttpp::////wwwwww..hhiivvaaiiddsscclleeaarriinngghhoouussee..eeuu was launched in March 2007, and

allows access to more than 500 good practice resources from Europe and

beyond. Interactive in its nature, the visitors of the clearinghouse can

upload their good practices themselves with their personal user account. A

bi-monthly newsletter keeps all users of the clearinghouse updated about

the latest added items, as well as the most downloaded materials. A large-

scale usability test carried out in 2008 confirmed what the statistics already

showed: there is a great need for such a tool in Europe, as it enables

NGOs to learn from each others' experiences in a quick and interactive

way. Therefore, AIDS Action Europe will continue to host the clearinghouse

- also now that the EPAA project has come to an end. 
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Regional FocusRegional Focus
Each International Secretariat

newsletter highlights the work of

one of the ICASO Regional

Secretariats: AIDS Action Europe,

AfriCASO, APCASO, LACCASO

and NACASO. The February 2009

newsletter focuses on the work of

AIDS Action Europe.   

www.africaso.net

www.aidsactioneurope.org

www.apcaso.org

www.laccaso.org

www.cdnaids.ca


